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produced from 1960 through 1969. This

unique, rear-engined, air-cooled automobile
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years ago!
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The Spyder Web is published twelve times a year by SFBA Corsa, Chapter 947 of the Corvair Society Of America (CORSA). The group meets monthly on the first

Thursday at 7:00 PM at Black Bear Diner on Sycamore Valley Rd in Danville except for special occasions. Membership costs $25/yr (membership in CORSA,  $38/yr, is

encouraged). An associate membership (newsletter only) is avialable for $15/yr. Memberships begin on January 1 of each year (first year is prorated).

Advertising space in the Spyder Web is available for $50/yr (1/4 page), $75/yr (1/2 page), and $100/yr (full page). Business card size ads are $25/yr but do not include a

subscription to the newsletter. All material should be sent to the editor (address above) or emailed to CaCalkins@astound.net. Material must be received at least two

weeks prior to the next meeting date.

USE OF MATERIAL: Written permission from the Editor is required for all original material for any use other than reprinting in a Chartered CORSA Chapter

newsletter. Permission must be sought in advance for material reprinted herein.

Current SFBA Corsa Officers
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CA 94601 - Ray.Welter@gmail.com
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CaCalkins@astound.net
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Committees
Membership Joshua Deitcher, 375 Harris Ave,

Rodeo CA 94572 (510)388-4986
SFBACorsa@gmail.com

Library Dave Newell, 1481 Hamrick Lane,
Hayward, CA 94544 - (510)782-4265
chevrobilia@yahoo.com

Newsletter Clark Calkins (address above)

Internet/Web email : CaCalkins@astound.net
https://www.sfbacorsa.org
https://www.instagram.com/sfbacorsa/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
        bayareacorvairs/
https:/facebook.com/CORSA-San-
Francisco-Bay-Area-Chapter-
579950135376455/

Merchandise https://www.etsy.com/listing/1163514879/
                        san-francisco-bay-area-corvair-club

Letter From the Editor

.

On The Cover: . Planning for the 2025 National Convention in Santa Maria, CA is well under way. A proposed logo is

shown here. Not sure if this has been finalized or not but it sure looks great!

(see Letter. on page 10)

I hope you were able to attend our last meeting. By my

count we had 10 SFBA members and no guests this evening.

This night I was connecting from Clearlake and had a hor-

rible connection. Maybe the wife’s streaming on a couple

of TVs sopped up all of the bandwidth. Who knows but

my connection seemed to cut in and out constantly. Others

had no issues even Seth who was in North Carolina had a

much better connection than I. Oh well, next month will

be better.

The SFBA/Valley Picnic has been scheduled for Saturday,

August 17th at Quarry Lakes Park in Fremont. This is later

in the month than usual because I will be on an Alaskan

Cruise the first ten days of  the month. Postponing the pic-

nic seemed the easier solution. As we have done in years

past SFBA will provide the burgers & dogs and Valley

Corsa will kickin something (maybe tri-tip again?). All mem-

bers and guests are invited, just bring a side dish to share

(salad, dessert, chips, etc.). If you forget, no worries, we

always have plenty of food to go around. And by all means

drive your Corvair. The parking lot is conveniently close to

the parking area and we have lots of beautiful cars to show

off !.

I heard from Josh regarding the late Picnic date. “The 17th

might be ok. I just saw Bruce yesterday. While we were pretty busy

entertaining the cars & coffee and pulling the engine out of  his Yenko

(more on that later) talk of the next vault event came up. I know he

likes to hold it after car week in Monterey. The 17th is literally the

last day of  car week, so I may want to suggest the 1st or 2nd

weekend of  Sept for the Vault event. If  you guys all say the 17th, I'll

work with it and we will plan the vault around it.”

Early this month I attended the first Zoom meeting on the

2025 Convention to be held in Santa Maria. This is being

hosted by Central Coast Corsa. In attendance were CORSA

representatives in charge of Conventions, many local club mem-

bers, and several non-local but interested parties. The layout of  the

Convention was discussed and what committees had been identi-
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Minutes of the Last Meeting

(See Minutes.. on page 8)

April 4, 2024

Josh got the regular meeting started

around 7:00 PM following a short

Board meeting. When the room was

opened, Josh (& Hank), Seth and I

were quickly joined by Chris, Christy,

Jeffrey, Peter, Don, & Buck. I hope I

included everyone. Tonight, Seth was

joining us from North Carolina and

Clark from Clearlake.

Treasury Report: Harry couldn’t make

it this evening, but the bank balance as

reported in the last newsletter was

$4416.26.

Membership: Josh said a new mem-

ber, Harrison Alter, was joining. Wel-

come!

Old Business: Nothing mentioned.

New Business: Josh mentioned that

Corvair Preservation Fund was in the

process of  getting its house in order.

They need better accountability prob-

ably leading up to their new facility

(which has been mentioned in past

months). CPF needs to be separate

from CORSA but they can have some

of  the same Board members.

CORSA Director Ballots: Seth and Josh

both said that it was important for us

to vote for Western Directors. We want

to show CORSA that the West is ac-

tive so we can have some influence on

the direction CORSA takes.

Events: Josh and Cameron put to-

gether a last-minute fun drive. From

Rodeo to Port Costa via the back hills.

Just Josh, Cameron, and Chris Rogers

went on this trip. They had lunch in Port

Costa at the Bull Valley Roadhouse.

They had a lot of fun and will try to

plan another one soon! If time per-

mits these will be announced in the

Spyder Web but you may just receive

an email if time is short.

Vairs at the Vault III is being planned.

Sometime in September looks prom-

ising.

Josh mentioned that there would be a

Cars-N-Coffee at The Vault on April

13th. He will go to see how the Stinger

is coming along.

Gabe is planning on another Open

House. The date has not been set. Josh

will check into this.

Tech: Chris said his Corvair is still at

David’s. For the pulled stud, David has

decided to use another insert to replace
the Helicoil. You can use a Time-Sert

after trying a Helicoil but not the other

was around. Clark wondered if a

Keensert could be used. These are simi-

lar to Time-Serts except they have lock-

ing pins that get driven in after the in-

sert is in place. Chris didn’t think so

but wasn’t sure.

Jeffrey said he finally found the source

of the strange noise he had been hear-

ing. Fearing the worst, a bad flywheel,

he took the car to Mel’s and put it on

the lift. Turns out the tail pipe was hit-

ting the bottom body panel. Appar-

ently the engine/trans moves enough

that under acceleration he would not

hear any noise but on deacceleration

he would hear this strange noise. They

were able to shorten the tail pipe

enough to clear the body and all is well.

This was the best outcome imaginable.

Jeffrey got the rear seat re-upholstered.

He used Clark’s material. He went to

Mr. Stich in San Mateo. The guy had

trouble fitting the new covers, they

seemed too small. Jeffrey called Clark’s

but was told they were the correct size.

Anyway the installer had to replace the

cloth backing with new foam material,

he was afraid the original material

would tear. Jeffrey is pleased as they

came out very good.

Peter has been cleaning up his new

Corvair (see last Spyder Web). He

wants to start in on the carbs on his

140. He was concerned about synchro-

nizing and adjusting them. He is think-

ing that the “doggy” performance is

due to carburetor issues.  Josh said the

performance issues could be caused by

many issues. Also Bob Helt’s carbure-

tor books are indispensable. They are

very well written and he has specific

books for Rochester (like Peter prob-

ably has) or the Carter YH that was

used on the Turbos. These are avail-

able from Clark’s or California

Corvairs and other places.



page 4      SFBA Corsa - May 2024

Coming Events in 2024…

May 2nd Regular SFBA meeting at 7:00PM via Zoom, ID = ”243 888 8339”

May 3 – 5th A Northern California Tradition, Cal Expo, Sacramento, CA

June 21-23rd Vairfest 2024 “Vairs in the Village” at Heritage Park in Arroyo Grande, CA

July 21-26th Corvairborne, International Corvair Convention, Dayton, OH, host hotel
is the Marriott at the University of Dayton, 1414 Patterson Blvd. See
www.daytoncorvairclub.com for more information.

Aug 17th SFBA/Valley Picnic. Quarry Lakes Park in Fremont,  12:00 til ?

Oct 25-27th Great Western Fan Belt Toss & Swap Meet, Palm Springs, CA

SFBA CORSA Meeting Schedule 2024
Thursday Jan 54 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Feb 1, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Mar 7, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Apr 4, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday May 2, 7:00 PMSFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Jun 6, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Jul 4, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Aug 1, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Sep 5, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Oct 3, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Nov 7, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”

Thursday Dec 5, 7:00 PM SFBA Regular Zoom meeting, ID = “243 888 8339”
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Sterling Restorations Update

Gabe has finished the special Sprint

paint scheme. Beautiful!

Loading the Corvair on the trailer

for the ride home.
Eric (left) and Gabe with the

Corvair safely in Eric’s garage. Now

Eric’s work begins!

Here is another Corvair that Gabe is

(or was) working on. I have no details

but I noticed this on his Facebook page.

I found it interesting to note that the

floor boards were completely rusted

away! We have all seen this. Gabe cut

out the rusted panels and welded in new

replacements. The results look as good

See A Bit of Rust... on page 9

as new. At least I wouldn’t be

embarresed to take mine done to

Gabes to restore!
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2025 Convention Committees
Shown below is the current list of  committee members and event chairs. As you can see a lot of  progress has already been

made. Those people listed as “open” have indicated they want to help in some way but have not been more specific.

There are still several Orphan Events that are in need of a chair person. As of this writing these are:

1. Banquet

2. Cocktail Social Hour

3. CORSA Annual Meeting

4. CORSA Board Meeting

5. Craft Activities

6. Dash Plaques

7. Parking

8. Program Guide

9. Publicity: Website, etc.

10. Raffle

11. Tech Session #3

12. Trophies

13. T-shirts

If  you are interested in helping out, they certainly need more volunteers. Beyond the Committee Chairs they need people to assist

in all categories. No experience necessary. For more information and to volunteer contact Jim Pennell (Convention Chair) at

(805)710--682 or almajim@att.net, or Vince Petrie (Convention Operations) at (510)388-0024 or vwvince@pacbell.com.
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Minutes...
Peter’s brother-in law’s son has a shop

in Burlingame that specialize in English

cars and has the Uni-Sync equipment

for balancing carbs which he can bor-

row. Christy said you have to discon-

nect the secondaries while balancing the

primaries. Josh said that when rebuild-

ing the carbs pay attention to the accel-

erator pumps. Use the blue (Viton) cups

if possible as these tolerate current

gasoline better. The black ones don’t

tolerate alcohol well and can dry out if

the car sits a while. Peter said he is new

at this and is in between “Corvair for

Idiots” and the Factory Manual.

Peter said he was having turn signal is-

sues and wondered what was going on.

With the Left turn signal, both the front

and rear lights blink normally. But with

the Right turn signal the right front light

blinks, but both rear lights blink. He

will take the steering column apart to

check the wiring. He also asked about

spark plugs. Seth he has been using

Denso #3034 lately but the AC44F

plugs were very good and still avail-

able. The original AC44FF plugs were

no longer available.

Christy said the Autorama was com-

ing up. He won’t be entering a car this

year as it’s too hard getting a ride home.

He lives too far away. But he is going

to Dayton this year. He is taking the

low mileage ’63 Coupe (on a trailer

behind his Suburban). He will enter the

Ed Cole event. He said he won’t win

but he has been going for almost 50

years and he should enter at least once!

Seth said he might go also. Christy said

if  Seth did go, he would be needing

help with the Rally and Econ-run. Seth

said he would gladly help if he can.

Seth said he is now working on his ’65

Monza Coupe 140 again. He was tired

of looking at it sit there so he got it

running and took it to Mel’s. He had

four items on his to-do list but when it

was up on the lift he found several more

items to work on. Now it’s a fun car

to drive! He did notice the steering had

a tendency to “wander” so he checked

the steering box. With a slight, 1/4 turn,

adjustment it is now very solid. The car

had been sitting for 15 years and Seth

had already worked on the brakes and

fuel system. Now it’s fun to drive again!

Josh said the gal that had it before Seth

really liked the car. It went to the right

person!

Seth said the Vairs at the Vault event in

Fairfield is a natural for CCRC folks.

It’s close and it’s a nice drive. And you

can take your wife and go wine tasting

afterwards.

Seth asked when the SFBA/Valley Pic-

nic was scheduled. Clark said the date

hadn’t been finalized but Aug 3rd was

a possibility. He will let Seth and Hal

know the date so Valley Corsa can plan.

Josh said on the drive to Port Costa,

they were having lunch outside, and

several people came over to look at

their Corvairs. Many took pictures and

some had their girlfriends stand by the

cars while they took pictures! Really

cool. One gal said she used to have one

in the ‘90s and wanted to get another.

She lived in Vallejo and Chris Rogers

said “so do I and I have seven

Corvairs”. Josh said Eric’s Sprint is

back at his house being reassembled

Gabe is finished and it looks fantastic!

Josh said Gabe was thinking of a

CORSA Meet Up. He has been work-

ing on many Corvairs lately and would

like to pass on what he has learned.

How to spot good and bad body

work. What to look for like “Body

Shop 101” for those considering send-

ing their Corvairs out for restoration.

That would be great!

Buck has been working on a ’67 that

has been sitting around for “a while”.

He replaced the fluids and did the

brakes. He went to start it and the gas

pedal was frozen. It would not budge.

He lifted the carpet and lubed all of

the linkage he could get to. No luck.

From under the car the linkage has a

cross-over point next to the trans. The

pin had corroded so badly it would

not move. Using lots of penetrating

oil and muscle he was finally able to

get the parts to move enough to where

could take it apart. On the bench he

was able to clean up the bracket and

pin and now it works perfectly. He sug-

gests that if you live close to the ocean

(he is 3/4 mile away) that you check

and oil the linkage parts occasionally.

He recalled that years ago he was driv-

ing downs to LA and just over the top

of the Grapevine he went to pass

some cars and trucks and his foot went

straight to the floor. “This can’t be

good” he thought. He pulled over and

found that this same pin had sheered

right off. Luckily he had a spare pin

(doesn’t every once carry a spare?) and

using some pointed tools he was able

work the broken bolt out of  the trans.

He replaced the bolt but was very easy

on the throttle the rest of  the way. Seth

said he also sheered this bolt, but he

used a thin grinding wheel to cut a slot

in the remaining piece and used a

screwdriver to remove it. Now the

trans has this funny slot in it! Oh well, it

won’t hurt anything.

Swap & Sell:  Nothing specifically

mentioned.

Meeting adjourned about 7:59 PM.

Respectively submitted,

Clark Calkins, secretary
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Vairfest 2024, “Vairs In The Village”

A Bit of Rust...

Here the floor boards have been completely removed, get-

ting ready for new inserts.
With the new panels welded in and painted, this Corvair

is ready for many more years on the road!
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Letter...

fied and who had volunteered to chair

(if  anyone), etc. Potential issues were

raised (like Autocross liabilities) and

how they were being handled. Fortu-

nately, the local Corvette club has vol-

unteered to help with the Autocross and

they have experience with the area and

all of the equipment necessary to run

the event. It looks like it will be a full

week of  activities. In the end I was very

impressed at the progress that had al-

ready been made (reference the logo

on the cover). Everything looks like it

is well under control. Those that

thought maybe CCC was getting in

over their head were assured “don’t

worry, CORSA won’t let you fail.”

Another Zoom meeting will be sched-

uled for late May or early June.

Filling in the pages this month, I looked

at Sterling Restorations web site and

found Gabe finishing up Eric’s Sprint

Corvair and another interesting

Corvair he was working on. See the

photos on page 5.

Remember that if you work on your

Corvair (even if  it’s only to change

plugs or adjust the brakes), take pic-

tures and send them in to me. When

we see others working on their cars it

gives us the incentive to do the same!

Our next Zoom meeting will be Thurs-

day, Dec 7 starting at 7:00 PM. Re-

member our permanent meeting ID#

is 243 888 8339. A reminder email will

be sent and hopefully it will contain a

link to the meeting making it easy to

join. No guarantees.
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ClassifiedsCorvair

CORVAIRS FOR SALE

‘65 Monza Cvrt, 140 HP with Corsa

Dash. New paint, new Corsa wiring

harnesses, new rear hubs, and other

parts. Single carb (have 4 carb set up),

electric fuel pump.  Top in good con-

dition. Have before & after photos.

Many spare parts. Taking offers.

Jeffrey Hayer 650-796-8109 (02/24)

‘63 Convertible, Napa area. No other

details given. Contact Charlie August-

ine (707)252-8139 (10/23)

‘61 Corvair Monza 900, primary

driver has moved to Boston. “Moxy”

is now for sale.  Many pictures avail-

able on Craigs List. Berkeley area.

Asking $2000. Contact  Steve Lautze

(510)280-4341 or steve.lautze@gmail.

com (09/23)

CORVAIR PARTS FOR
SALE

The Sacramento club is selling two turn

key engines.

1962/1963  102 hp engine $1500

1962/1963  80 hp engine $1000

interested persons should email

sfbacorsa@gmail.com

Skip Polacchi has the following parts for

sale. Best to call evenings (530)474-4227.

1 Pair Late 110 rebuilt heads - $250

1 Pair Big Valve Heads, Bill

Thomas.all new parts, angle port ex-

haust, rotated manifold, w/mod carbs,

linkage - $1700 firm

1 New complete Clark’s Ultimate

140 carb kit, linkage & air filter - $700

1 All New Parts for an early 102 hp

NOS crank, cam, 0.030 pistons &

barrels+heads etc. You assemble - $700

We still have other misc items

CORVAIR MECHANICS

David Gray: Fairfield - Retired GM/

Corvair Mechanic. Can do minor re-

pairs, engine rebuilds, tune-ups. Located

in Fairfield but can travel. Also has parts

for sale. (916)531-0905 (corvairguru

@gmail.com)

Treasurers Report - Harry Kypreos

April 2024

     Date             Activity                     Check #       Credit       Debit       Balance          Status

04/01/2024      Begining Balance                                                             $4,505.81
04/01/2024        Newsletter (Mar)                                               (43.03)      4,462.78         (**)
04/01/2024        Newsletter (Apr)                                               (40.99)      4,421.79         (**)
04/24/2024        Dues  (chk + PayPal)                         $75.00                       4,496.79
04/27/2024        Clark’s Ad                                          $75.00                       4,571.79

03/25/2024      Ending Balance                                $150.00  ($84.02)    $4,571.79

(**) These newsletter expense has not been turned in.
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FIRST CLASS

To:

www.CaliforniaCorvairParts.com

SFBA CORSA
1907 Alvarado Ave

Walnut Creek, CA 94597

Corvairs Bought & Sold - Always in Stock!


